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1. The fifth Internet Governance Forum (IGF) Multi-stakeholder Advisory Group 

(MAG) virtual meeting of the 2014 cycle took place on 18 June via a WebEx platform 

prepared by the IGF Secretariat. Ambassador Jānis Kārkliņš from Latvia chaired the 

meeting as chair of the MAG. 

 

2. The IGF Secretariat opened the meeting by briefing the MAG on the ongoing 

preparations for the 9
th
 IGF. It was announced that the Secretariat had just recently 

posted the official invitation from the United Nations Under-Secretary-General Mr. 

Wu Hongbo on the IGF website and that registration for the meeting was also open to 

all interested stakeholders. A new link with information on the workshop proposals 

and their status (accepted, merging or non-retained) was also added to the website.  A 

draft schedule is being developed and is nearly finalized, pending some further 

feedback from workshop and other session organizers. 

 

3. Dr. Ahmet Erding Çavuşoğlu, Head of the International Relations Department at the 

Information and Communication Technology Authority, Turkey a gave a briefing on 

the Host Country’s ongoing preparations and reported that the Host Country 

Agreement was expected to be signed within the following 7-10 days. The organizing 

company has been selected and the host country website is expected to be available by 

the end of June. There was a brief discussion about the Ministerial meeting, which is 

being organized by Turkey and will be held in the afternoon of day 0 (1 Sept.). The 

final agenda has not been set for this event, but the MAG encouraged the host country 

that it should be multi-stakeholder in nature. The MAG asked the representative of the 

host country in the meeting to keep them fully informed on preparations for the 

Ministerial meeting, as more information is made available in the coming weeks. 

Regarding the programme for the rest of Day 0, it was mentioned that a session 

discussing NETmundial would be held in the morning, while some other parallel 

events could be scheduled for both the morning and afternoon, depending on the 

requests to be submitted to the IGF Secretariat. 

 

4. Next there was a discussion about the current substantive programme for IGF 2014 

and some possible ways to further enrich it by adding some additional sessions. Some 

MAG members indicated that there could be a dedicated session for discussing how to 

best strengthen the IGF, while others were of the opinion that this was rather a 

horizontal issue which would be covered throughout the week in various sessions, 

including an existing main session on day 3. One possibility that was explored was to 

formally add this “Improving the IGF” topic to the session, which will take place on 

day 3 in the morning on the evolution of the Internet governance ecosystem. This 

specific issue will be discussed further online on the MAG list. A dedicated open-

ended working group has been established as well within the MAG to discuss the topic 

of strengthening the IGF on a rolling basis.  

 

5. There was support for a proposal to discuss the outcomes of the Best Practice Forums 

in a main session/plenary format on the afternoon of day 3, rather than holding this 

discussion on the final day.  



 

 

6. Some MAG members proposed that a dedicated main session could be held on the 

subject of Net Neutrality. This topic was suggested by the NETmundial outcome as 

one that could be taken up in other fora such as the IGF. There was consensus around 

the idea that if the IGF were to hold a main session on Net Neutrality, that it should be 

forward-looking and should not repeat debates on the subject that have taken  place 

already. There was also a suggestion that the Dynamic Coalition on Network 

Neutrality could be the organizer and leader of the session. It was decided that a 

decision on whether or not Net Neutrality would be added as a main session would be 

taken at the next MAG virtual meeting, after the proponents of the session had further 

developed a program and agenda for the session that fully reflected the ideas and 

views of the MAG and broader IGF community. The chair asked Markus Kummer to 

take the lead on further developing the session proposal and Mr. Kummer agreed to do 

this. 

 

7. Markus Kummer, Senior Vice-President at the Internet Society then briefed the MAG 

on the IGF support association that ISOC was in the process of setting up that will 

support the IGF and facilitate funding for the IGF trust fund. This initiative was met 

with great support from the MAG.  

 

8. The virtual meeting was recorded for play-back by MAG members who were unable 

to join the meeting. The ongoing discussions about the programme development will 

be taken online and information on how to engage in the work of the dedicated 

working groups on the main sessions, best practice forums, capacity building, national 

and regional IGF initiatives, and strengthening the IGF were circulated by the 

Secretariat immediately following the meeting.  

 

9. It was proposed that the IGF meeting agenda would be published after the next MAG 

virtual meeting of 9 July.   
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